Welcome to
Lighthouse Park

Open 6:00 am - 10:30 pm daily

When Captain George Vancouver sailed past a
rocky peninsula at the entrance to the Burrard
Inlet in 1792, he named the site Point Atkinson,
after a “particular friend”

Point Atkinson’s first lighthouse was built in
1874.  Sixty five hectares of forested land
immediately surrounding the lightstation was set
aside in 1881 by the Dominion of Canada, to serve
as a dark backdrop for the lighthouse, and also as a
source of fuel for its steam-powered foghorn. The
current hexagonal, concrete tower was erected in
1912, the same year the reserved lands were
leased to the newly incorporated District of West
Vancouver.

During World War Il, a number of B.C.
lightstations were used for surveillance, on the
alert for enemy submarines or ships that might
slip into Burrard Inlet. Search lights and gun
emplacements were installed at Point Atkinson.
The Department of National Defence billeted
conscripts in  barracks built behind the
lightstation. Included in the facilities was a
bunkhouse, officers mess hall, dining hall and a
guard hut.

The former enlisted men's dining hall now
serves as Phyl Munday Nature House, a facility
operated by the Girl Guides. The former
bunkhouse has been renamed SK'iwitsut, in
recognition of a First Nations family who lived in
the area of Lighthouse Park in the mid 1800s.

Visitors to Lighthouse Park
Visitors can assist in keeping this unique remnant
of Old Growth forest healthy by observing the
following regulations:

* stay on established trails

* avoid removing or damaging plants and
animals. They are protected by the
Municipality for all to enjoy.

+ fires, barbecues, hibachis and propane
stoves are prohibited.

* please keep your dog on the trails. We
recommend leashing your dog during the
months of March-Sept. to avoid disturbing
nesting birds and animal dens.

* place litter in the bins provided.

* ensure cigarettes and matches are
extinguished.

* overnight camping in the park is prohibited.

Thank you for your co-operation.
ENJOY YOUR VISIT

Recreation Programs
West Vancouver Parks & Community Services
offers a variety of recreation programs year round
in Lighthouse Park. These include nature
interpretation, children’s day camp and challenge
ropes courses. Programs can be customized to
suit group needs.

Facility Rental
Sk'iwitsut House is available for community use.
Features of this building include a kitchen, a multi-
purpose room, and a large hall complete with
propane fireplace. It is ideal for meetings, retreats
and workshops.

For information about recreation programs or facility

rental please call the West Vancouver Community
Centre at 604 925 7270.
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